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From the Desk of  

Rabbi David Wise 

Two Heads, One Body,     

One People  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

       

 

November 2019 

Hollis Hills Bayside Jewish Center 

Cheshvan  - Kislev  5780 

November at HHBJC  

November 2 

Menôs Club Movie Night 

November 3 

Sisterhood Torah Fund Brunch 

honoring Laura Brodsky 

November 4, 11 

Adult Ed with Rabbi Wise 

November 6 

Adult Ed with Cantor Zim  - 

Learn to Daven 

November 9 

Menôs Club Salute to Veterans 

November 10 

Judith Lesnik Chesed Comm. 

Immunization Workshop 

November 10 

Diamond District Walking Tour 

(Registration Required) 

November 13 

Menôs Club NY Islanders VS 

Toronto Maple Leafs at       

Nassau Coliseum 

November 16 

Simcha Shabbat 

November 17 

Mah Jongg Club 

November 23 

Menôs Club Game Night 

November 24 

Menôs Club  

Hearing Menôs Voices 

November 24 

Salute to Israel Concert at 

Queens College Lefrak Hall 

November 25 

Interfaith Gathering with   

American Martyrs Church 

 

 

 

 

See Page 12 for  

removable monthly calendar 

of events and service times.  

It was the 

opening ses-

sion of this 

summerôs Rab-

binic Torah 

Seminar at the Hartman Insti-

tute in Jerusalem, and the 

president of the machon, 

Donniel Hartman, was setting 

the scene for our next 10 days 

of intensive learning. He told us 

that he was recently on a panel 

in the Bay Area in a conversa-

tion convened by the local Jew-

ish Community Relations 

Council, and his friend the 

moderator, a Christian minister, 

asked him what being a Zionist 

meant to him. His immediate 

response was, ñI am a national-

ist.ò He spoke about how as a 

Jew, being part of a nation is a 

crucial framework for under-

standing who he is and the 

choices he makes. And the 

moderator stopped him and 

said, ñDonniel, we love you. But 

the minute you said you were a 

nationalist, you lost me.ò And 

she turned to the audience and 

asked, ñWho else felt the 

same?ò And 95% of the audi-

ence, including many Jews, 

raised their hands. 

Thus began ten days of grap-

pling with the theme of the 

seminar, called ñBetween Loy-

(Continued on page 4) 

HHBJC Judith Lesnik  

     Chesed Committee 

Immunization Workshop  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10 

2-4 PM IN MENCHEL HALL  

Learn about immunizations 

from  

Kathy Elashvili, RPN, MS 

73rd Avenue -                      

CVS Head Pharmacist  

Get your inoculations against  

FLU, SHINGLES,          

PNEUMONIA, WHOOPING 

COUGH, TETANUS  

Linda Liederman will take 

your blood pressure  

You MUST bring your        

insurance card with you!!!!  

RSVP to the office              

by November 3  
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Daily Service Schedule  

Monday & Thursday 
6:45am & 7:30pm 

Tuesday  
7:00am & 7:30pm 

Wednesday 
8:00am & 7:30pm 

Sunday & Legal Holiday 
9:00am & 7:30pm 

Friday Morning   7:00am 

Rosh Chodesh    6:30am 

Shabbat Mornings   9:00am 

Shabbat Schedule  

 

        Handicap Access 

We have an operating handi-

capped lift. This is available for 

all who may need access to 

any level of the building. 

Please contact the center of-

fice to arrange for one of our 

staff to assist you in its opera-

tion. There is also a handi-

capped restroom located past 

the Menchel Social Hall.  

   The House Committee 

 

       Hollis Hills Bayside Jewish Center 

CENTER ADMINISTRATION 

Rabbi 

David Wise 

 Associate Rabbi 

Gary D. Kessler zõl 

Rabbi Emeritus 

Dr. H. Joseph Simckes 

Cantor 

Sol Zim 

Ohr Chadash Education Director 

Rabbi Dr. Boaz Tomsky 

Nursery School Director 

Robyn Rosenberg 

Ritual Director 

Gordon Goldman 

Presidium 

Arthur J. Liederman 

Joshua Sussman 

Natalie Winter 

Executive Vice President 

Eric Jacobowitz 

V.P. Engagement 

Maris Blechner 

V.P. Financial Affairs 

Benjamin Grunfeld 

Treasurer 

Joel Simon 

Financial Secretary 

Don Bieber 

V.P. Religious Life 

Dr. Benjamin Solomowitz 

V.P. Life Long Learning 

Seth Seidman 

Secretary 

Marilyn Teleky 

Joan Waxgiser 

House Chairman 

Michael Borman 

Menõs Club 

Neil Cohen 

Sisterhood 

Judy Glasel 

Marilyn Teleky 
 

Office & Accounting 

Nancy Morse 

Lou Ann Boscarino 

Friday, November 1, 2019 

Candle Lighting            5:32 PM 

Mincha             5:35 PM 

Saturday, November 2, 2019 

Noach                          9:00 AM 

Mincha                         4:15 PM 

Havdalah                      6:34 PM 

Friday, November 8, 2019 

Candle Lighting            4:25 PM 

Mincha             4:25 PM 

Saturday, November 9, 2019 

Lech-Lecha                  9:00 AM 

Mincha                         4:10 PM 

Havdalah                      5:27 PM 

Friday, November 15, 2019 

Candle Lighting            4:18 PM 

Mincha             4:20 PM 

Saturday, November 16, 2019 

Vayera                         9:00 AM 

Mincha                         4:05 PM 

Havdalah                      5:20 PM 

Friday, November 22, 2019 

Candle Lighting            4:13 PM 

Mincha             4:15 PM 

Saturday, November 23, 2019 

Chayei Sara                 9:00 AM 

Mincha                         4:00 PM 

Havdalah                      5:16 PM 

Friday, November 29, 2019 

Candle Lighting            4:10 PM 

Mincha             4:10 PM 

Saturday, November 30, 2019 

Toldot                           9:00 AM 

Mincha                         4:00 PM 

Havdalah                      5:13 PM 

Please visit our Facebook 

Page at  

https://www.facebook.com/

hollishillsbaysidejc/ 
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Hollis Hills Bayside Jewish Center 

210-10 Union Turnpike 

Hollis Hills, NY 11364 

Tel: (718) 776-3500  

Fax: (718) 776-3672 

 

Dateline is Published Monthly 

Check out HHBJC on the Internet 

http://www.hollishillsbaysidejc.org 

The deadline for article and advertis-

ing submission is the 10th day of the 

preceding month. Dateline Editor:  

Nancy Morse; Please submit articles 

and letters to the editor via email to: 

office@hollishillsbaysidejc.org  (Word 

or Publisher format is appreciated) 

Our Cantorôs 

Voice  

 

Our Gala       
Concert  -  
A Night To     

Remember  

 

       Hollis Hills Bayside Jewish Center 

Notices 

Do you receive emails from  

HHBJC  including Rabbi Wiseôs 

weekly Shabbat notes? Contact 

the office to subscribe or sub-

scribe on the homepage at 

www.hollishillsbaysidejc.org 

 

If you are bringing pre packaged 

food into the Synagogue, please 

consult with Rabbi Wise. 

 

Bereavement Support 

Cantor Sol Zim 

Ǉ     Ǉ      Ǉ  

The Bereavement Support 

Group meets the First and 

Third Monday night of the 

month at 7:30 PM with       

compassionate, caring, 

warm and concerned 

friendly people.                 

Refreshments are always 

served and are complimen-

tary. All faiths are welcome. 

Led by Marty Kevelson and 

Malka Lesnik Belgrod.  

The High Holidays and Chagim 

at our beloved HHBJC were 

truly beautiful! It warmed my 

heart to see all of you gleaming 

with love & togetherness. We 

chanted and swayed together 

as our prayers rose up to God 

filled with sincere faith, passion 

& hope. It is these moments, 

when we are all praying and 

sharing together, which will be 

entrenched in our memories 

forever.    

It has been about one year 

since my very dear friend & 

colleague, Cantor/Maestro Mor-

dechai Sobol zôl, passed away. 

It was shocking and devastat-

ing to lose Mordechai so sud-

denly. After all, June and I had 

just had dinner with him and his 

wife Yona, just a few days be-

fore his passing (right after 

Rosh Hashannah of last year). 

His contribution to Cantorial & 

Jewish Music is unsurpassed 

and will live on forever. His bril-

liant & magnificent orchestra-

tions and Cantorial arrange-

ments are regularly used by 

Phi lharmonic  Orchestras 

around the world, including the 

Israeli Philharmonic, accompa-

nying Master Cantors in Con-

cert.  

I am so proud and thrilled to 

have Mordechai Sobolôs zôl son, 

OFIR SOBOL , also a brilliant 

m u s i c i a n / o r c h e s t r a t o r /

conductor, coming to New York 

from Israel to Conduct the Full 

Symphony Orchestra for our 

upcoming **SALUTE TO IS-

RAEL GALA CONCERT **, 

which will take place on SUN-

DAY, NOVEMBER 24
th
 at 7:00 

PM at the LEFRAK CONCERT 

HALL of Queens College. 

HHBJC, together with TEMPLE 

ISRAEL OF GREAT NECK, are 

presenting this concert IN 

MEMORY OF CANTOR/

MAESTRO/DR. MORDECHAI 

SOBOL ZôL. Mordechai was 

the Cantor of the second ser-

vice of the High Holidays at 

Temple Israel of Great Neck for 

more than 25 years. I will share 

the stage with CANTOR RAFI 

FRIEDER (of Temple Israel of 

Great Neck) who was also a 

dear friend of Mordechaiôs and 

worked closely with him for 

many years. We will also share 

the stage with CANTOR SHAI 

ABRAMSON  (Representative 

Cantor for the State of Israel) 

coming in from Israel for this 

concert. Cantor Abramson col-

laborated with Ofir & Mordechai 

in making a beautiful Video of 

my Avinu Shebashamayim with 

very meaningful scenes and 

footage of Israelôs history as the 

backdrop, that hit the internet 

by storm. 

We will have a FULL 33 PIECE 

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA in 

this concert. By the way, we are 

the only Synagogue in the NYC 

and surrounding areas that in-

cludes a full symphony at their 

concerts, which puts us at a 

unique and extraordinary level 

in presenting such top, profes-

sional concerts. We, HHBJC, 

(Continued on page 16) 
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       Hollis Hills Bayside Jewish Center 

alty and Imagination: National-

ism and Tribalism in a Global 

Era.ò I have to hand it to Hart-

man, both the man and the insti-

tute. It was certainly courageous 

to tackle this theme, teaching a 

self-selected group of mostly non

-Orthodox, mostly American, 

rabbis, just weeks after Donald 

Trump announced, ñI am a na-

tionalist.ò But we spent ten days 

tracing the idea of Jewish nation-

alism from the Bible, to the Tal-

mud, through Jewish history and 

literature, into mystical readings, 

and into modern Israelðits 

popular music and its political 

debates. This learning made me 

delve deeper into what it means 

for us, the Jewish People, to be 

a nation. 

Then, the rest of the summer 

unfolded, and several things 

happened that made me wonder 

what exactly this Jewish People 

thinks and does to itself. Two 

moments stand out. The Presi-

dent of the United States said, ñI 

think that any Jewish people who 

vote for a Democrat, I think it 

shows either a total lack of 

knowledge or great disloyalty.ò 

The use of the term loyalty in an 

utterance from the highest 

elected official in the land 

sparked outrage in many Jews, 

but not from the Republican Jew-

ish Coalition, who, without wait-

ing for the president to clarify to 

whom such Jews were being 

disloyal, said: ñPresident Trump 

is right, it shows a great deal of 

disloyalty to oneself to defend a 

party that protects/emboldens 

people that hate you for your 

religion.ò Thankfully, Represen-

tative Lee Zeldin, one of only two 

(Rabbi Wise Continued from page 1) Jewish Republicans in the 

House, pushed back against the 

language. ñItôs a word that I 

wouldnôt use, with a long history 

of being used by others who 

have a hatred towards Jews and 

Israel.ò 

The second moment that brought 

our Peoplehood under the micro-

scope was soon after the release 

of Bari Weissô book, How to Fight 

Anti-Semitism. Weiss, a colum-

nist for the New York Times, is 

from Pittsburgh, and her parents 

sometimes attended Shabbat 

morning services at Tree of Life 

congregation. The murderous 

shooting rampage last October 

by a vicious Antisemite and white 

supremacist shook Weiss 

deeply. So she set out to write a 

book, and has spoken around 

the country. Weiss, like Deborah 

Lipstadt in her recent book An-

tisemitism Here and Now, made 

it clear that hatred of Jews and 

demonization of Israel come 

from three precinctsðthe far 

right, the far left, and from radical 

Islam. Their hatred takes differ-

ent forms, but it is all hatred. So 

who slammed her book loudly? 

The Jewish left, who were clearly 

insulted that Weiss gave equal 

attention to the hatred that 

comes from elected officials in 

their own camp. Itôs a phenome-

non that Iôve experienced as 

wellðto some on the Jewish left, 

anyone to the right of them is by 

association part of the vilified 

right. To them, the term 

ñmoderateò is a fig leaf for con-

servative, repressive beliefs and 

policies. 

Hereôs what bothers me most 

about these two episodes. Jews 

were attacked, and other Jews 

chose sides. What happened to 

Peoplehood? Are we not a tribe, 

a nation? 

This summer, I learned a most 

ridiculous Talmudic question, but 

it happens to have the most sub-

lime philosophical answer. Itôs 

addressed by the Rav, Rabbi 

Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, in his 

essay Kol Dodi Dofekðñthe voice 

of my beloved knocks.ò Micah 

Goodman taught it to us in his 

talk on nationalism in the Bible at 

Hartman. The Talmud asks: a 

man with one body and two 

headsðhow many sets of tefillin 

must he put on? If you think that 

it is one person who simply hap-

pens to have two heads, then he 

should only put on one set of te-

fillin. But if you think that this is 

actually two distinct people with 

only one body, then a set of te-

fillin should be put on each head. 

I told you it was ridiculous, but 

the Talmudôs answer doesnôt 

matter. Rav Soloveitchik pro-

posed this answer: take boiling 

water, and pour it over one of the 

heads. If the other head doesnôt 

scream, they are two distinct 

people, and each head must 

wear tefillin. If the other head 

cries outðin pain, or even in 

sympathyðthen it is one person, 

and one set of tefillin will do. 

The Ravôs solution is also, on the 

surface, ridiculousðuntil you 

consider the nimshal, the applica-

tion of what is clearly not a real 

legal question, but a parable for 

something profound. The Jewish 

People in our dayðwhen we live 

in an era with two thriving Jewish 

communities, Israel and the Diap-

sora, most notably North Amer-

(Continued on page 9) 
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       Hollis Hills Bayside Jewish Center 

HHBJC -  Sisterhood Gift Shop 

 

 

 

For all your Judaica needs! 

Sisterhood   

 

 

The Sisterhood of the Hollis Hills Bayside Jewish Center 

is delighted to announce 

that we have established a Tree Bank 

with the Jewish National Fund 

****** 

Starting right now, 

if you want to celebrate an occasion 

or plant a tree in Israel in memory of a loved one, 

you can just call Shirley Heymann 

at 718-454-3292 

****** 

The cost is only $16 a tree 

and you are supporting your Sisterhood 

and Israel at the same time! 

NEWS FROM YOUR          

SISTERHOOD 

Shalom!  

What fun we had at our Sukkot 

Shabbat dinner! 

Thank you to Jaye Solomowitz 

for arranging our involvement 

in the American Cancer Society 

Making Strides for Breast Can-

cer event at Jones Beach.  We 

had some walkers and we 

raised hundreds of dollars. 

We have our Torah Fund 

Brunch on November 3
rd

 where 

we will be honoring the amaz-

ing Laura Brodsky.   

Chanukah is approaching and 

we can solve your problems of 

what to buy for presents for 

your family and friends.  On 

December 1, 2019, come eat 

bagels (or other sweet snacks), 

schmooze with friends, AND 

buy presents from our ex-

panded Judaica gift shop.  We 

will be around from 10:00 AM 

to 2:00 PM. 

WHAT DOES GREAT CHANUKAH SHOPPING   

AND A YUMMY BAGEL WITH CREAM CHEESE   

HAVE IN COMMON? MORE THAN YOU THINK!  

 

Please join our Sisterhood at the shul on Sunday, December 1st, from 10 AM to                

2 PM.  Have a  bagel and a cup of coffee  �³  and enjoy the opportunity to shop for       

Chanukah gifts and other gifts as well, in our Judaica Gift Shop.   
 

We have lots of new items, for children and adults, and we know you will like the price!  
 

Mark your calendar now!  It is going to be great!!  

Thanks to all those of you who 

have come down to help plan 

many of these exciting events. 

To those who have not been 

able to make it, you will have 

more chances in the future.  

Come join us in all we have 

planned and bring us your ideas 

at the next planning meeting.  

More details to follow about a 

bus trip to the Museum of Jew-

ish Heritage downtown to see a 

show.  And maybe an event 

with the Menôs Club.  Maybe a 

painting event too.  Let us 

know your ideas! 


