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From the Desk of  

Rabbi David Wise 

#IsraeliJudaism  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

       

 

         

December 2019 

Hollis Hills Bayside Jewish Center 

Kislev  - Tevet  5780 

December at HHBJC  

December 1 

Sisterhood Chanukah       

Shopping and Bagels 

December 2, 16 

Adult Ed with Rabbi Wise 

December 4 

Adult Ed with Cantor Zim 

Yiddish Club 

December 5, 12, 19 

Lunch & Learn  

with Rabbi Wise 

December 7 

Menôs Club Movie Night 

December 14 

Simcha Shabbat 

December 15 

Mah Jongg Club 

December 21 

Family Community 

Chanukah Dinner 

 

 

 

 

See Page 12 for  

removable monthly calendar 

of events and service times.  

For a number 

of years, ob-

servers of the 

gap between 

Israeli and Di-

aspora Jews mused that the 

majority identity in our Home-

land is not Jewishness but Is-

raeliness. The premise behind 

this terminology is that so many 

Israelis are ñsecularò that their 

national identity has replaced 

their religious identification. 

This has always struck me as 

an oversimplification, and now 

we have the numbers to prove 

it. In this monthôs issue of The 

Rabbiôs Nightstand, allow me to 

introduce you to a crucial new 

book: #IsraeliJudaism: Portrait 

of a Cultural Revolution. 

The book first came out in He-

brew in 2018, written by 

Shmuel Rosner, a senior fellow 

at the Jerusalem-based Jewish 

People Policy Institute (JPPI), 

and Camil Fuchs, a Tel Aviv 

University professor of statis-

tics and a pollster. JPPI pub-

lished the English version this 

year, introducing Israeli culture 

to the non-Israeli reader in a 

fresh way, and helping us un-

derstand the ways in which our 

Judaisms differ so greatly. 

To quote from the bookôs own 

description: ñIn IsraeléJudaism 

(Continued on page 4) 

On behalf of the  

Hollis Hills Bayside  

Jewish Center and the  

Judith Lesnik                    

Chesed Committee  

you are cordially invited to 

attend a Very Special  

Lunch and Learn  

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18th  

AFTER SERVICESð12 Noon  

For more information see the 

flyer on page 9  

Family/Community  

Chanukah Dinner  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21  

AT 6:30 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information and to 

make your reservation see 

the Flyer on page 13  



 

2 

Daily Service Schedule  

Monday & Thursday 
6:45am & 7:30pm 

Tuesday  
7:00am & 7:30pm 

Wednesday 
8:00am & 7:30pm 

Sunday & Legal Holiday 
9:00am & 7:30pm 

Friday Morning   7:00am 

Rosh Chodesh    6:30am 

Shabbat Mornings   9:00am 

Shabbat Schedule  

 

        Handicap Access 

We have an operating handi-

capped lift. This is available for 

all who may need access to 

any level of the building. 

Please contact the center of-

fice to arrange for one of our 

staff to assist you in its opera-

tion. There is also a handi-

capped restroom located past 

the Menchel Social Hall.  

   The House Committee 

 

       Hollis Hills Bayside Jewish Center 

CENTER ADMINISTRATION 

Rabbi 

David Wise 

 Associate Rabbi 

Gary D. Kessler zõl 

Rabbi Emeritus 

Dr. H. Joseph Simckes 

Cantor 

Sol Zim 

Ohr Chadash Education Director 

Rabbi Dr. Boaz Tomsky 

Nursery School Director 

Robyn Rosenberg 

Ritual Director 

Gordon Goldman 

Presidium 

Arthur J. Liederman 

Joshua Sussman 

Natalie Winter 

Executive Vice President 

Eric Jacobowitz 

V.P. Engagement 

Maris Blechner 

V.P. Financial Affairs 

Benjamin Grunfeld 

Treasurer 

Joel Simon 

Financial Secretary 

Don Bieber 

V.P. Religious Life 

Dr. Benjamin Solomowitz 

V.P. Life Long Learning 

Seth Seidman 

Secretary 

Marilyn Teleky 

Joan Waxgiser 

House Chairman 

Michael Borman 

Menõs Club 

Neil Cohen 

Sisterhood 

Judy Glasel 

Marilyn Teleky 
 

Office & Accounting 

Nancy Morse 

Lou Ann Boscarino 

Friday, December 6, 2019 

Candle Lighting            4:09 PM 

Mincha             4:10 PM 

Saturday, December 7, 2019 

Vayetzei                       9:00 AM 

Mincha             4:00 PM 

Havdalah            5:12 PM 

Friday, December 13, 2019 

Candle Lighting            4:09 PM 

Mincha             4:10 PM 

Saturday, December 14, 2019 

Vayishlach                   9:00 AM 

Mincha             4:00 PM 

Havdalah            5:13 PM 

Friday, December 20, 2019 

Candle Lighting            4:12 PM 

Mincha             4:15 PM 

Saturday, December 21, 2019 

Vayeshev                     9:00 AM 

Mincha             4:00 PM 

Havdalah            5:15 PM 

Friday, December 27, 2019 

6th Night of Chanukah 

Candle Lighting            4:16 PM 

Mincha             4:20 PM 

Saturday, December 28, 2019 

7th Night of Chanukah 

Miketz                          9:00 AM 

Mincha             4:00 PM 

Havdalah            5:20 PM 

Please visit our Facebook 

Page at  

https://www.facebook.com/

hollishillsbaysidejc/ 
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Hollis Hills Bayside Jewish Center 

210-10 Union Turnpike 

Hollis Hills, NY 11364 

Tel: (718) 776-3500  

Fax: (718) 776-3672 

 

Dateline is Published Monthly 

Check out HHBJC on the Internet 

http://www.hollishillsbaysidejc.org 

The deadline for article and advertis-

ing submission is the 10th day of the 

preceding month. Dateline Editor:  

Nancy Morse; Please submit articles 

and letters to the editor via email to: 

office@hollishillsbaysidejc.org  (Word 

or Publisher format is appreciated) 

Our Cantorôs 

Voice  

 

Staying Warm 

At Shul  

 

       Hollis Hills Bayside Jewish Center 

Notices 

Do you receive emails from  

HHBJC  including Rabbi Wiseôs 

weekly Shabbat notes? Contact 

the office to subscribe or sub-

scribe on the homepage at 

www.hollishillsbaysidejc.org 

 

If you are bringing pre packaged 

food into the Synagogue, please 

consult with Rabbi Wise. 

 

Bereavement Support 

Cantor Sol Zim 

Ǉ     Ǉ      Ǉ  

The Bereavement Support 

Group meets the First and 

Third Monday night of the 

month at 7:30 PM with       

compassionate, caring, 

warm and concerned 

friendly people.                 

Refreshments are always 

served and are complimen-

tary. All faiths are welcome. 

Led by Marty Kevelson and 

Malka Lesnik Belgrod.  

Winter is backéwe knew it was 

on the way but we are never 

quite prepared. 

We are always trying to find 

ways to stay warm; fire places, 

Hot Chocolate, extra blankets, 

raising the thermostat, scarves, 

gloves, boots, etc.  All of these 

ideas can help keep our hands 

and feet warm but we also 

need to make sure to keep our 

hearts and souls warm too. 

COME TO SHUL!  The walls of 

our synagogue are here to em-

brace and blanket you with 

warmth and love.  

Join us on Shabbat, let us pray 

together, sing together and en-

joy kiddush together. I love see-

ing and hearing all of you sing 

along with me. Arenôt Tonyôs 

ñKiddishesò the best! June 

doesnôt have to make lunch for 

me any more after shul. Being 

in shul truly nourishes our 

hearts and souls and it warms 

us from within. HHBJC is our 

home away from home. We are 

family! Thereôs no better laugh 

than a ñshul laughò, we talk and 

kibbitz together after davening 

and it puts a smile on our faces.  

Come to our Lunch & Learns, 

Adult Ed with our Rabbi Wise, 

our Sisterhood events, Menôs 

Club events, Mah Jongg Clubé

Oh yes, our Yiddish Club & 

Learn to Daven class too!   

Our first Yiddish Club get to-

gether will be on WEDNES-

DAY, DECEMBER 4
th
 at 8:00 

PM. We will ñshvitzò from laugh-

ing so hard.  

Look for the HHBJC emails, 

check out our website or call 

the Synagogue office any time 

about dates and times of all our 

events, classes & programs. 

Letôs not get glum because itôs 

cold outside, come to shul and 

you will definitely warm up and 

be surrounded by friendship, 

love, spirituality, fun & laughter. 

See you in Shul.  

Cantorially always, 

Cantor Sol Zim 

HHBJC Adult Education 

A YIDDISH CLUB  

WITH 

CANTOR SOL ZIM  

Wednesday Evening  

December 4 at 8 PM  

All Welcome  - Join the Club 

Shlemiels-Shlemazels 

Nudnick & Kôlotzes 

Learn the Gantze Megilah      

in Yiddish 

Learn How Yiddish Became 

Part of the English Language 



 

4 

 

       Hollis Hills Bayside Jewish Center 

is undergoing one of its great-

est transformations since bibli-

cal times. This transformation 

is rooted in a unique and vi-

brant culture, which is different 

from all other Jewish cultures, 

past and present. 

ñIsraelis have forged a new 

way of being Jewish, by con-

fronting and overcoming the 

great challenges of modernity, 

secularism, assimilation, and 

apathy. In this book, [the au-

thors] make the first serious 

attempt to explain this revolu-

tionary process. Using stories, 

numbers, and insights, the au-

thors sketch the outlines of a 

culture in which Israeliness and 

Jewishness are becoming one 

and the same.ò 

E a c h  c h a p t e r  i n 

#IsraeliJudaism is based on 

results of a nationwide survey, 

and the book includes appendi-

ces with survey questions and 

data. For those who want to 

compare themselves to Israeli 

Jews, thereôs even a way to 

scan an English version of the 

survey on an iPhone on page 

13! 

There are some fascinating 

phenomena in Israeli Jewish 

culture that receive special at-

tention: the custom of children 

riding bicycles down clear Is-

raeli streets on Yom Kippur; 

visits to the Western Wall on 

Tishôah BôAv; stopping oneôs 

vehicle and standing at atten-

tion for sirens on Yom 

HaShoah and Yom HaZikaron; 

and lighting candles on the an-

niversary of the assassination 

of Prime Minister Yitzhak 

(Rabbi Wise Continued from page 1) Rabin. How many observant 

Diaspora Jews come in contact 

with these rituals, unless they 

happen to be in Israel at the 

time? 

One of the bookôs primary con-

clusions is that though the sta-

tistical data reveals a relative 

harmony among ñJewsraelis,ò 

that is, ñIf almost all of the Jews 

in Israel feel Jewish, why do 

they not stop arguing? If almost 

all of them want their children 

to be Jewish, what are they 

fighting over? They are fighting 

over precisely this. They almost 

all want their children to be 

Jewishðthey simply cannot 

agree on what that means. And 

since what is at stake is some-

thing that is important to 

themðtheir childrenðthe argu-

ments are conducted in raised 

voicesò (pp. 192-93). 

#IsraeliJudaism is fascinating, 

imformative, and often amus-

ing. Instead of speculating what 

Israelis think about Judaism, 

we can actually listen to what 

they say it means to them. In-

stead of drawing a distinction 

between Jewishness and Is-

raeliness, read the book and 

see how theyôve become syn-

onymous in a mere seven dec-

ades! 

Rabbi David Wise  

  

A Message from the       

Green Team  

Temple Family 

Thank you to everyone for the 

birthday wishes and for       

acknowledging my honoring by 

the AJR. 

Cantor Zim 

Once again this year we are 

collecting gently used adults 

and childrenôs coats and jack-

ets as part of the New York 

Cares annual coat drive.  Their 

goal is to collect 100,000 items 

for the needy - and the past 

few years we have donated 

dozens of items to that drive. 

The drive began November 1st 

and goes to the end of the 

year.  Please bring your items 

to donate to the shul in a clear 

plastic bag if possible. 

If you canôt get out and have a 

coat to donate, we will come to 

you.  Just call 917-941-8640.   

Thank you for always caring! 
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       Hollis Hills Bayside Jewish Center 

HHBJC -  Sisterhood Gift Shop 

 

 

 

For all your Judaica needs! 

Sisterhood   

 

 

The Sisterhood of the Hollis Hills Bayside Jewish Center 

is delighted to announce 

that we have established a Tree Bank 

with the Jewish National Fund 

****** 

Starting right now, 

if you want to celebrate an occasion 

or plant a tree in Israel in memory of a loved one, 

you can just call Shirley Heymann 

at 718-454-3292 

****** 

The cost is only $16 a tree 

and you are supporting your Sisterhood 

and Israel at the same time! 

Shalom!  

What fun we had at the Torah 

Fund Brunch!  The French Toast 

was yummy and honoring Laura 

Brodsky made the room shining 

and bright!   

Now we have the Chanukah 

Bagels and Judaica Bargains 

sale coming up.  What is this, 

you ask?  Itôs another fun event 

brought to you by HHBJC Sister-

hood.  Please join us on Decem-

ber 1, 2019 from 10:00 AM to 

2:00 PM at the shul.  Have a 

bagel and coffee, or a danish 

and tea.  Schmooze with your 

friends.  There will be lots of time 

to buy presents for family and 

friends (and maybe even a pre-

sent for yourself).  Marilyn Sei-

denfeld has been hard at work 

stocking our Gift Shop with new 

top-of-the-line items for children 

and adults that Sisterhood will 

be happy to sell.  What a great 

way to start the new month! 

Donôt forget we have Purim com-

ing up in early March.  Sister-

hood will be putting together 

baskets (shalach manos) as we 

WHAT DOES GREAT CHANUKAH SHOPPING   

AND A YUMMY BAGEL WITH CREAM CHEESE   

HAVE IN COMMON? MORE THAN YOU THINK!  

 

Please join our Sisterhood at the shul on Sunday, December 1st, from 10 AM to                

2 PM.  Have a  bagel and a cup of coffee  ñ and enjoy the opportunity to shop for       

Chanukah gifts and other gifts as well, in our Judaica Gift Shop.   
 

We have lots of new items, for children and adults, and we know you will like the price!  
 

Mark your calendar now!  It is going to be great!!  

usually do, and we can use your 

help. 

And for you Barry Manilow fans, 

we are planning a bus trip to the 

Museum of Jewish Heritage on 

March 15th to see a show he has 

written which will make its way 

onto Broadway shortly after.  De-

tails to follow shortly. 

We are also planning a shared 

event with Menôs Club in the 

spring.   

Thanks to all those of you who 

help plan many of these exciting 

events.  

Happy December! 
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       Hollis Hills Bayside Jewish Center 
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Be Active in HHBJC 

Be Involved 

Join a committee 

Membership  - Engagement 

Fund Raising 

Adult Education 

Facilities 

Life Long Learning 

Chesed Committee 

Green Team 

Call the Office Now 

 

       Hollis Hills Bayside Jewish Center 

Cut Out and Save 

Contact Information  

(in confidence): Leave or Send a Message to Our Support Lines 

To Reach the  

Congregational Nurse 

Linda Liederman, R.N. 

Phone: 718-776-3500 

Ext. 201  

Email:  

lliederman@hollishillsbaysidejc.org 

For Rabbi Wise: 

Enter Extension 107 

Or: rabbiwise@hollishillsbaysidejc.org 

Chesed Committee Chair 

Laura Brodsky:  

lbrodsky@hollishillsbaysidejc.org 

Judith Lesnik  

Chesed Committee  

We now have a list  of mem-

bers who will help give rides to 

doctorôs  appointments during 

the week and to synagogue on 

Saturday  morning. If anyone 

needs help please contact the 

synagogue office. If anyone 

else is interested in signing up 

to help, please contact the 

office. 

Dear Friends, 

On November 10th, the Che-

sed Committee held a work-

shop on immunization. Why it's 

important and to be diligent 

about it. The 73rd Avenue CVS 

Head Nurses, Kathy and 

Melanie, delivered inoculations 

for Shingles, flu, pneumonia , 

whooping cough and tetanus.  

There is a shortage, nation-

wide , for the new shingles in-

jections known as Shin-

grix.  Kathy will be searching 

manufacturers for more serum 

and we will have another work-

shop in the Spring ( just for the 

Shingrix vaccine). 

In the meanwhile, look for our 

advertisement on page 9, for a 

very special guest, epidemiolo-

gist Dr. Gregory Storch,  on 

Saturday, January 18th at the 

Lunch and Learn who will dis-

cuss , in depth, the CDC rec-

ommendations on influenzas.. 

Please be safe this winter. Stay 

warm and dress appropriately . 

All the best, 

Laura Brodsky 

 


