i
I
!
i
"
L.
S
1

o i

THE NIGHT BEFORE
A Jdet P b
1H\ﬁ m\@w:@b ED Qs.\‘_@s\?\&\ Q@ s

NQY r.h.bhb\ mﬁb .mt«h\h N:vs

. om0 apiby v nos 703
Dihahting by Fikl Kichky

| B%ip 1hn
PR3 NYTP TN

pon mpa by

&

THE SEDER

Before the search recite this blessing:
Blessed are You, Adonai
our God, Ruler of the
Universe, who sanctified
us by commanding us to

remove all hametz.

Ba-rukh ata Adonai / Elo-hei-nu me-lekh ha-olam /
asher kee-d’sha-nu b’meetz-vo-tav / v'tzee-va-nu al bee-ur hametz.
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After the search recite this formula in
Aramaic, for disowning any hametz still
undiscovered in the home:

All hametz in my
Huow,.mwﬂmwo? whether I have
seen it or not and whether
1 have removed it or not,
shall be nullified and
ownerless as the dust of
the earth.

The Search for Hametz is the ceremonial

culmination of several weeks of
transforming the house into a sanctified
setting for Pesach. The physical efforts
help create a psychological readiness for
the Seder.

“Hametz” refers to grain products that
may have leavened, fermented and risen

like yeast.

Jews usually clean all the rooms where
food might have beer: eaten or stored.
Many collect hametz products (like
spaghetti or whiskey) in a sealed cabinet,
mark it as hametz, and sell its contents to
a non-Jew for the duration of the holiday.

_ Generally a local rabbi will serve as an

agent for the ritual “sale.”

After dark, on the night before the
Seder, conduct a search for hametz into
all the corners of the house. The search
is conducted in the dark, with a candle
or a flashlight for spetting the hametz,
and 2 feather oz a spoon for collecting
it. All hametz found is burned the next
mMOming. .

When Seder night falls on Saturday
evening, the search is conducted on
Thursday night and the bonfire on Friday
morning,. Hallah is put aside in a special
"hametz zone" in the house to be eaten
by approximately 10 a.m. on Shabbat
morning, The leftovers may be removed
by means of a flush of the toilet.
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mc_.nmn_ to a children's game "

. irtvolves hiding ten pieces of
_bread throughout the house
_before the candielight search
for hametz begins. Criginally
this was done to guarantee
that.even after the scrupulous

. cleaning, the ritual search on
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constitute a quiz about basic
'Pesach facts).
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 ‘the'pte-hidden bags of hametz,

Six bags of Hametz have been hidden in this illustration. k. onemust mw:cm:.mm_x checkthe
Good luck ferreting them out! : - typical *hang:outs” of forgotten..
i ‘hametz (like the car's glove
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"The human soul is the light, the candle of Adonai, for searching the hidden, God, saying to our soul:
innermost self” (Proverbs 20:27). . "Let us awaken and arise... let us examine our ways and turn away from
all our sins. Let us cleanse and purify ourselves and remove our evil
ways from God's sight. Let us become ailies, my soul, and stand guard
together. We will abjure slumber from our eyes day and night. We will
not rest, rather we will be as gatekeepers lest we return to our evil ways.
May God be with us as God was with our mothers and fathers..”

The Search for Hametz is not simply a search for leavened bread, but
rather an opportunity for us to examine ourselves. On the night before
Pesach, when each of us is at home within our own walls, where there
is no one else around, and we are not troubled by daily affairs, it is then
that we can sit alone and confront all of our outstanding obligations to

Rabbi Moshe Alsheikh, Safed Kabbalist, 16th C.
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THE MORNING BEFORE THE SEDER

All hametz in my possession,
whether I have seen it or not and
whether I have removed it or bo__«
shall be nullified and ownerless as

the dust of the earth.

Meditation

After nullifying the physical hametz, the Sephardic
custom is to recite this prayer for purification from
spiritual hametz and the power of the evil Yetser
[selfish inclination}:

May it be your will, Adonai our God and
God of our ancestors, that just as we burned
the hametz out of our homes today,

50 You will help us to burn out the evil
inclination from our hearts.

Please God, remove from our hearts the
bad part of our ego, and purify us lovingty,
empowering the good sides of our ego.

Let our souls shine and be empowered with
your light, and be connected to You in the
highest holiness, which shall be with us
always.

Rabbl Yosef Hayim, the “Ben Ish Hai" Baghdad, 19th C.

The Burning of
the Hametz marks
the symbolic
division between
hametz and
matza, winter -~
and spring, the
evil inclination
and the desire for
purity..

Before )
approximately 10

“a.um. on the day of

the Seder, we stop
eating harnetz
and gather the

. leftovers for

a ritual bonfire

- outside,

After the hametz -
has been burned
{or rendered
inedible in

_-someother ., .

way), Hmvmm,n. m._m .
Aramaic formula
disowning any
undiscovered
hametzonthe |
premises. From
oW on

no hametz may be
eater.,



